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TO THE 

READERS OF THE REGISTER. 

The notoriety of what has taken place 
with respect to me renders it almost un- 
necessary for me to say any thing in the 
way of apology for once more sending 
my Register forth to the public without 
containing any thing written by myself. 
The time I had to remain at home was 
not a tenth part sufficient for the making 
of any thing like a due preparation for my 
departure. On Wednesday morning, about 
five o’clock, I left my home and family: 
yesterday I had to appear in the Court of 
King’s Bench ; and now, for the first time in 
my life on any account whatever, Iam a 
prisoner, after having been a public Writer 
for ten years in England, and never having 
before been even called in question, never 
having before had even proceedings com- 
menced against me, in any shape, for any 
In such a situa- 





thing written by me. 
tion to set about writing for the informa- 


tion or amusement of the Public would 
be the height of affectation ; for every one 
must feel that it is, under such circum- 
stances, quite impossible to divert one’s 
mind from those circumstances. Indeed, 
to be able to do this would argue a degree 
of insensibility, incompatible with private 
affection and public-spirited motives. It 
is impossible, that, so situated, I can feel 
tnclined to write for the Press; and, this 
being manifest to every body, it. must be 
equally manifest, that if 1 were to attempt 


to write now, I should ferce the task upon | 
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inyself from motives arising merely out of 
considerations connected with the proprie- 
torship of the Register; and, as I never 
have, in any one instance, written for gain, 


so I am resolved not to do it now. 





Yesterday, exactly ten years ago, I landed 
in England, after having lost a fortune in 
America, solely for the sake of that same 
Engtand; and yesterday saw me*sent to a 
prison in that same England! It is quite 


impossible for me to banish reflections of 


this sort from my mind; but they are, in 


some measure, criven out by the con- 
tempt, which I feel for the venal slaves, 
who have seized upon this, as they regard 
it, moment of my depression, to misrepre- 
sent and insult me. Ihave now before me 
the Sun and Courter news- papers, which, 
under the name of a report of the proceed- 
ings in the Court of King’s Bench yester- 
day, has most grossly and basely misre- 
presented all that I said or did upon that 
occasion._——TI shall, as soon as possible, 
give a true account of the whole of these 
proceedings ; and, in the mean while I beg 
the public wholly to suspend their judgment 
as to every part of my conduct and my 


intentions. 


Ww, COPBBETT. 
King’s Bench Prison, 6 July, 1810. 


— 





Resocvuttons, Petitions, REMONSTRANCES, 
&c. on the Ligerty or THe Sunsecr and 
ParcrAmentary Rerorm, 1810, 

(Continued from p. 941.) 


COVENTRY. 


At a very numerous Meeting of the 
Inhabitants, Householders, and Electors of 
this City, held atthe County Hall, the 5th 


) it a 
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of June, 1810, pursuant to public notice, 
to take into consideration the alarming 
state of the nation—the extraordinary 
Power recently exercised by the House 
of Commons, and imperfect representation 
of the people in Parliament, Mr. Flavel 
in the Chair. After many excellent ob- 
servations and remarks on the propriety 
of the Meeting, by several gentlemen, the 
following Resolutions were unanimously 
agreed to :— 

tesolved, 1. That it appears to this 
Meeting the undoubted right, and. im- 
perious duty of the people, whenever their 
safety, prosperity, and liberties are en- 
dangered, to assemble in public, and de- 
clare their opinions thereon. 

2. That this Meeting cannot contem- 
plate the distressing change they have 
witnessed in their native land, within the 
last few years, without feeling themselves 
called upon to protest against a longer 
perseverance in measures, which have 
brought the country from a pre-eminent 
rank among the nations of Europe, to 
the most alarming state of calamity and 
danger. 

8. That while we deprecate, as ruinous 
and unwise, the system which has pro- 
duced this woeful change—which has 
turned the arms of almost every foreign 
power against us—which has led to the 
establishment of an inquisitorial system of 
Taxation, that deprives the people of all 
reasonable enjoyments, and prevents their 
just complaints from reaching the ear of 
their Sovereign—We feel it our duty to 
remonstrate against the extraordinary as- 
sumption of \ power recently exercised by 
the House of Commons, in imprisoning 
two of our fellow subjects, without allow- 
ing them a fair Trial by a Jury of their 
Peers. 

4. We declare before God and our 
Country, that we ascribe all our calami- 
ties and disgraces, to the imperfect Re- 
presentation of the People in Parliament. 
We have observed the same sort of majori- 
ties, as if there had been no ruinous and 
destructive expeditions—no wrangling 
and fighting ministers ; and we believe in 
our consciences, that nothing can save the 
Country from impending ruin, but a Par- 
liamentary Reform. ; 

# That the late rejection of Mr. Brand’s 
motion, to improve the Représentaticn of 
the Country, is an additional proof of - the 
necessity of our earnest aud persevering 
eodeavours to obtain that desirable object. 

® That the Speech recently made by 





Mr. Canning, the pistolling Privy Coun- 
sellor, calling the Friends of Reform—« 
vain, contemptible, degraded crew,—too 
weak to be respected—and too despicable 
to be feared,” is grossly insulting to the 
feelings and understandings of a great 
Majority of his Majesty’s loyal Subjects. 

7. That Peter Moore, esq. and William 
Mills, esq. be requested to present the 
Address (now read) to sir Francis Burdett, 
approving of his general conduct. 

8. That the Thanks of this Meeting are - 
due to our Representative, Peter Moore, 
esq. for the Votes he has given during the 
present Session of Parliament, for his en- 
lightened arguments and suggestions on 
the subject of Finance ; which cannot but 
be gratifying to a heavily burthened and 
oppressed People—and that we feel pecu- 
liar satisfaction in acknowledging, that on 
the discussion of every important question, 
he has been found at his post. 

9. That the Thanks of this Meeting are 
due to the Right Honourable Lord Er- 
skine, for his splendid and unanswerable 
arguments in vindication of the establish- 
ed Laws of the Land. 

10. That the Thanks of this Meeting 
are also due to Lord Folkstone, Lord Coch- 
rane, Sir S. Romilly, knt. Gen. Mathew, 
Col. Wardle, S. Whitbread, esq. W. A. 
Madocks, esq. H. C. Combe, esq. Hon. 
T. Brand, esq. and the rest of those In- 
dependant Representatives of the People, 
who are friends to Reform. ; 

11. That Peter Moore, esq. and Ww. 
Mills, esq. be requested to present the 
Address and Petition to the House of Com- 
mons, (now read) from this Meeting on 
these important sabjects; and that they 
be further requested to support the same. 

12. That Mr. Flavel, by his impartial 
conduct in the Chair, this day, is entitled 
to the Thanks of this Meeting. _ 

13. That the foregoing Resolutions be 
advertised in the Alfred, or Westminster 
Gazette, and Coventry Herald. __ 

Wirtiam Fravet, Chairman. 


The following Appress and Petition 
to the House of Commons,.and Letter to 
Sir Francis Burpgrr, were unanimously 
agreed to, ata numerous Meeting of the 
Inhabitants, Householders, and Electors. 
of the City of Coventry, held at the 
County Hall, the 5th day of June, 1510. 


. To the Honourable the Commons of 
the United Kingdom of Great Bnita'a 
and Ireland, in. arliament assembled. 
The Appress and Petirion of the 
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Inhabitants, Householders, and Elec- 
tors of the City of Coventry, at a 
public Meeting, held this 5th day 
of June, 1810. 

We, the Inhabitants, Householders, and 
Electors of the City of Coventry, beg 
leave to approach your Honourable House, 
as a necessary branch of that system, 
yourselves, individually, have solemnly 
engaged to preserve inviolate.—We feel 
particularly called. upon at this awful 
conjuncture of affairs, when the very 
existence of our native land. appears to be 
* at stake, to represent in the plain language 
of truth, our feelings and opinions on the 
origin of those evils, that have reduced 
our once justly envied country, to its pre- 
sent alarming state of difficulty and dan- 
ger.—To shut our eyes to the gathering 
Clouds ;—to be aware that a mighty 
storm threatens our safety, and not to ex- 
press our apprehensions of the conse- 
quences, would be Treason against our 
Sovereign—against the venerable nobility 
of the land—against you—against our- 
sclves--against posterity! !—We, there- 
fore, speak without dissimulation, and at 
once tell you, according to our honest 
judgment—Corrvuption, practised in the 
management of public affairs, (which if 
not countenanced by your Honourable 


House, bas been suffered to prevail to an. 


unexampled extent) is the grand source 
of ail our evils.—We respectfully entreat 
your Honourable House to reflect on the 
state of Europe, twenty years past, and 
compare it with its present state—we 
»would beg you to consider the lamen- 
table change that has taken place in this 
kingdom, within the same period, and 
then calmly appeal to your. consciences, 
and enquire, whether the measures pur- 
sued by the different administrations, 
during this ‘eventful time, have been 
marked either by a regard for the welfare 
of the human race, or the principles of 
sound policy ;—unfortunately for us, the 
result presents a distressing conclusion. 
By the measures that have been adopted, 
we find our country deprived of nearly 
every foreign alliance, and the arms of 
almost every foreign power turned against 
us; the national debt swelled to an enor- 
mous amount;—the people groaning 
under an inquisitorial system of taxation ; 
—and although in the midst of plenty, 
unable to obtain a due quantity of the 
common necessaries of life, for the main- 
tenance of their families, however inces- 
sant their labour.—These are calamities 


JULY 7, 1810.—and Parliamentary Reform. 








(998 


which we feel it our imperious duty to + 


represent to your Honourable House, 
from a conviction they endanger your 
safety as well as our own.—We cannot 
look back to the proceedings recently ex- 
ercised by your Honourable House, in 
seizing and imprisoning John Gale Jones, 
and Sir Francis Burdett, under an unde- 
fined authority, without the deepest re- 
gret; assuring your Honourable House, 
that (divested of all prejudices) it is our 
firm belief you have acted contrary to 
the fundamental principles of those laws, 
you have sworn to defend.—As English- 
men we are willing to acknowledge, and 
ready to support, with our lives, every 
privilege you are justly entitled to; at 
the same time we declare before God and 
our country, we had rather give up our 
existence, than surrender to any power 
on earth, those blessings and advantages 
which our forefathers purchased with 
their blood.—In offering this Address 
and Petition, far be it from us to enter- 
tan the most distant wish to lessen the 
authority, the importance, or the cha- 
racter of your Honourable House—but we 
cannot view the enormous patronage of 
the crown; the immense increase of sine- 
cure places and pensions—we cannot 
witness the erection of barracks in every 
part of the kingdom—the imtreduction of 
foreign troops—our best’ interests neg- 
dected—the liberty of the subject re- 
stricted—good men persecoted—the just 
complaints of the people preven ed from 
reaching the Royal ear—convicied de- 
faulters and delinquents suffered to remain 
at large—the public revenue, and lives 
of our fellow countrymen, sacrificed in 
disgraceful expeditions—a traffic of seats 
in your Honourable Hovse admitted and 
defended—the national credit injured— 
and Britain, the once justly boasted envy 
of the world, exposed to the most immi- 
nent danger, without jealousy and alarm. 
—Under these impressions, We pray your 
Honourable House, to bring back Parlia- 
ment to its original duration ;—to allow 
a more full and free suffrage of the | a 
ple ;—to apply those remedies in redress 
of the numerous grievances we have 
stated, which. our excellent Constitution 
furnishes ;—and to cultivate peace, as the 
means of obtaining the divine blessing 
and protection—and that your Honour- 


able House may attend to the warning 
voice, ere it be too late, is our earnest 


supplication and prayer. : 
[Signed by twenty-four Individuals. ] 
112 
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To Sir Francis Burdcit, bart. M. P. 


Coventry, June 5, 1810. 

Sir: We, the Inhabitants, Householders, 
and Electors, of the City of Coventry, in- 
timately participating in the feelings ex- 
pressed by your immediate Constituents, 
(the Independent Electors of Westminster, ) 
on your present situation; and regarding 
you, as the honest and faithful Interpreter 
ofthe voice of a large majority of the 
people of Fngland, beg leave most respect- 
fully to address you.—Fully sensible of 
the unceasing sacrifices you have made in 
ovr behalf, and in support of the laws and 
constitution of the country, we have us- 
sembled together, this day, to declare our 
Opinions on the present alarming state of 
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public affairs; and particularly to offer 
you our most grateful thanks, for the dig- 
nified and faithful discharge of your pub- 
lic duty, in the most trying times; in op- | 
position to that calamitous system, which 
(if persevered in) will, in our opinion, 
plunge our Ceuntry, and Europe, deeper 
and deeper in slavery.—-We admire, and 
revere you, Sir, for the able and constitu- 
tional manner in which you pleaded the 
cause of Join Gale Jones, in opposition to 
the undefined privilege of the House of 
Commons, and which was the leading 
cause of your present captivity; and we 
are persuaded, that if the acknowledged 
laws of the land do not very soon afford 
you redress, no man who has the virtue 
and honesty to arraign unjust proceed- 
ings, will be secure from the overwhe!m- 
ing eflects of arbitrary power.—We anti- 
cipate, with pleasure, your speedy restor- 
ation to your anxious family, and are, 
very respectfully, Sir, your most humble 
servants. Signed in behalf of, and by 
the unanimous voice of the Meeting, 
Wiritam Fravet. 





Panisu oF St. Dunstan In THE WEst, | 
AND LIBERTY OF THE ROLLs. 


Ata Meeting of the Inhabitants, House- 
holders, of the Parish:of St. Dunstan in 
the West, and Liberty of the Rolls, held 
the 20th day of June, 1810, at Anderton’s 
Coffee-house, Ficet-street: Mr. Roms, 
in the Chair; the fotowing Resolutions 
Were unanimously agreed to :— 

That this Meeting have beheld, with 
the deepest regret and concern, the con- 
duct of the Rev. Richard Lloyd; Vicar of 
this Parish, in originating, promoting, and | 





siguing a Declaration, said. to have been | 
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agreed to and signed at a Vestry, held the 
6th inst. at which Vestry he presided as 
Chairman. 

That the Rev. Richard Lloyd, and those 
who signed the said Declaration, have, in 
charging those who entertain opinions dif- 
ferent from their’s, relative to Parliamen- 
tary Privilege and Reform, with bold and 
daring attempts, “* to sow the seeds of dis- 
sention throughout the country,” and with 
Political Frenzy or Fou! Sedition,” as- 
sumed to themselves a power which be- 
longs ouly to the Great Searcher of all 
hearts, and the Omniscient Dispenser of 
all human events. 

That this Meeting, waving altogether 
the questions of Parliamentary Privilege 
and Reform, would deem themselves un- 
worthy of the character of Christians and 
Freemen, were they to impute to those 
who difier from them on political topics, 
motives, wishes, and attempts, foul, sedi- 
tious, and subversive of the Constitution. 

‘That as this is the first instance in which, 
from the recollection of the oldest Inha- 
bitants, the “ internal concord” of this re« 
spectable Parish has been disturbed by 
political squabbies and uncharitable im- 
putations, it is most earnestly recom- 
mended to the Rev. Richard Lloyd, to 
confine himself, henceforth, to the dis- 
charge of the duties of his Vicarial Office, 
and to remember, that the most exalted 
and exalting attribute of a Minister of the 
Gospel, is to allay the irritations, to soothe 
the animosities, to extinguish the prejt- 
dices of his flock, and to cultivate, pro- 
mote, and confirm the evangelical doc- 
trine of peace and good-will towards men. 

That as the great objects of this Meet- 


ing have been to vindicate themselves 


against the charge of foul and malignant 
motives, and to re-establish the brotherly 
love and harmony which have so long 
united the Inhabitants of this Parish, and 
the Liberty of the Rolls, they decline 
passing apy Resolution of Censure on Mr. 
C. Terry and Mr. J. Jefferson, Chorch- 
wardens; but fee] it necessary to remind 
these Gentlemen, that the very mature of 
their office requires, at all times, @ strict 
adherence to the principles of benevolence 
and conciliation, and that the impartial 
discharge of their duties is their best re- 
commendation to the good opinion of the 
Inhabitants. 

That this Meeting, indissolubly attached 
to the British Constitution, composed © 
King, Lords, and Commons, with their re- 
spective Prerogatives, Rights, and Priv! 
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Jeges, as established by the glorious Revo- 
lution of 1688, cannot separate without a 
solemn pledge and assurance, that they 
will not cease to venerate, love, and de- 
fend it, with all the strength and means 
they enjoy, under Divine Providence, 
equaliy against unprincipled and over- 
whelming tyranny, lawless anarchy, and 
desperate innevation. 

Mr. Downes being called to the Chair, 
the thanks of the Meeting were uuani- 
mously voted to Mr. Kobins, for his able 
and impartial conduct as Chairman; and 
to Mr. Quin, for the spirit, independence, 
and perseverance, evinced by him, through- 
out the whole of the proceedings. 

i 





(QUESTION as to the Practice exercised by the 
wo Houses of Parliament of construing 
Libel into Contempt, and punishing it by 
thetr own Order. 

[ From the Morning Chronicle. ] 

We have stated what, in the general 
Opinion, is the true and only justitication 
of the exercise of the right of commitment 
for a contempt arising out of libel, namely, 
that the misdemeanor is likely to have 
such an instantaneous effect as an obstruc- 
tion, or of such a violent character in 
point of force, as to make it dangerous to 
wait for the slow remedy of the law; and 
therefore the necessity of the case warrants 
the summary proceeding. But where the 
ordinary tribunals are in full jurisdiction, 


and where the constructive contempt of 


libel is committed out of doors at a dis- 
tance from the House of Parliament, a 
mere anjmadversion or censure on their 
proceedings, accompanied by no outrage, 
distributed by no mob at the doors, nor 
placarded within the precincts, the mis- 
demeanor, however palpably criminal, 
ought to be left to the Courts of Justice: 
In the memorable Debate, on the motion 
of Constantine Phipps, afterwards Lord 
Mulgrave, in 1771, for taking away from 
the King’s Attorney General the danger- 
ous power of filing criminal informations 
ex officio, as well as in the great debate 


which grew out of it, on the motion of 


Mr. Serjeant Glynne, the opinion of all 
the most considerable men was, that 
though the right of removing obstruction 
by commitment must be maintained for 
their own security, yet it was a right that 
ought only to be used in extreme Cases ; 
for when exerted in ordinary instances, 
the public mind must revolt at the barsh- 
ness of unnecessarily depriving the subject 





JULY 7, 1810.—Privilege of Parliament. 











{i002 


of his indubitable right to Trial by Jury. 
This was held by Mr. Danning, Mr. Wed- 
derburne, Sir George Savile, Mr. Burke, 
&c. &c, ; and indeed it has been the sen- 
timent of every constitutional man. oh 
has been recently recognized in the 
Courts. When Mr. Stockdale was sent by 
the House of Commons to trial in the 
Court of King’s Bench, for a libel, which 
they called a Breach of Privilege, the 
Counsel for the Defendant asked, why the 
House had not punished the delinquent 
themselves? To this the then Attorney 
General replied in these words :— 

“ My Learned Friend says—Why don’t 
the House of Commons themselves punish 
it ?—Is that an argument to be used in the 
mouth of one who recommendsclemency ? 
Does he recommend this iron hand of 
power coming down upon a man of wis 
sort; and not temperately, wisely, judi- 
ciously, bow to the common law of this 
country ; and say, let him be dealt with 
according to thatcommon law ? There he 
will have a scrupulously impartial trial ; 
there he will have every advantage that 
the meanest subject is entitled to.” 

Trial ot John Stockdale, p. 83. 

This has ever been recommended by 
every considerate man also, because it is 
well known that this boasted privilege 
can only be exercised without controul 
against their own Members or against 
their own Constituents. ‘The more dan- 
gerous case of a contempt by libel com- 
mitted by a Peer they could not punish 
by summary commitment. Nay, as has 
been proved, they would be without re- 
medy—if their order was opposed by the 
spirit of a Court of Justice; for if they 
were to send their Mace for a Judge, as 
the House of Lords did in the instance of 
Judge Berkeley in 1640, would he come 
when they called ? 

In 1798 we accumulated a volume of 
materials on this great constitutional ques- 
tion. 

Among others we submitted the follow- 
ing Queries on the case to Mr. Fox, 
whose knowledge of ihe law and usage of 
Parliament will be admitted by all; and 
when bis high notions on this subject are 
remembered, his opinion will be read 
with a lively interest :— 


Queries addressed to the Hon. C. J. Fox, 


Query 1. Though the House of Lords, 
as weil as every Court of Justice, have the 
power of protecting their proceediugs 
from uniaw.ul obstruction, can this right 














1003] 


i extend to the commitment for the misde- 
Hf meanor of libel ? 

2. Has the House of Lords, either in its 
judicial or legislative capacity, any power 
of commitment beyond that of the House 
of Commons, the latter never committing 
for a time certain, nor imposing a fine? 

8. Has the House of Lords, in fact, any 
greater power over contempt, or breach 
4) of privilege inthe exercise of its judicial 
) functiofis, than in its legislative capacity ? 

4. Does not the principle of your Bill, 
| by which it is declared that in matter of 
Hi libel, the whole case shall be left to the 
jury, who shall pronounce:a verdict of 
Guilty or Not Guilty thereon, extend to 
the two Houses of Parliament as well as 
to Couris—so as to do away all summary 
proceeding on libel, under the construc- 
tion of its being a contempt ? 

5. Can the power of summary commit- 
ment be legally exercised, or at least 
justly and agreeably to precedent, against 
an individual, upon the mere proof of his 
being the Proprietor of a Newspaper, but 
without any proof of his knowledge of th 
matter complained of ? 

6. Supposing the right of commitment 

to exist, can the House of Lords commit, 
an individual for any cause, as for breach 
of privilegé; for a term certain, and ad- 
judge him tu'pay a fine? 
F 7. What mode of redress would, in 
Phi your opinion, be the constitutional course 
tor me to pursue in this case of commit- 
ment by the House of Lords, on the con- 
t structive contempt of a libel ? 


To which Mr. Fox, with his usual 
condescension, sent us the following an- 
swer: 
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Dear Sir; I should be extremely glad 
to be in any way serviceable to you upon 
the present occasion, but I cannot think 
my Opinion on a case of this sort as of an 
value in ¢omparison with that of profes- 
sional ien ; especially as redress, if any, 
must be had in Courts of Law ; for, I pre- 
sume you- cannot think that in the present 
State of things theregs any chance, even 
the smallest, of either House of Parlia- 
ment listeiling to any thing that can be 
otfered on the subject. However, I will 
endeavour to answer your Queries. - 

\. ‘Fhere caa be no right of committing 
but for coatempi, but an act which comes 
properly under the description of a con- 
tempt, is no. the less a contempt for be- 
ING O50 a misdemeanor. Indeed it is dif- 

‘ eye, Rcontempt which would 
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2. Ido not think the House of Lords in 
any capacity has powers of commitment 
beyond the House of Commons; but, | 
believe, such powers of commitment have 
been exercised by it, and hk fear without 
the reproof which such exercise ought to 
have drawn from the House of Commons. 

3. I should think the House of Lords 
has no more power in, its judicial than in 
its legislative,.character, in respect to 
breaches of privilege and contempts, if in 
truth it can be properly said to have two 
distinct characters, which I doubt. 

4. My Libel Bill has nothing to do with 
the jurisdiction of the Houses of Parlia- 
ment. Its principle, however, may be 
urged as an argument to induce a Court 
to be cautious of judging libel without the 
assistance of a jury, except in cases of 
great urgency. 

5. I should think the question of a Pro- 
prietor of a Newspaper being criminally 
responsible for its contents, a very 
doubtful one, and indeed I should strong- 
ly incline tothe negative; if the poiut 
had not, as I conceive, been often deter- 
mined and acquiesced in. 

6. I believe the right of the House of 
Lords to fine, stands solely upon practice, 
and I have little doubt of its being an 
usurpation ; as to its right for committing 
for a term, I have given my opinion in 
my answer to Query 2. 

7. The proper channel for redress 
against the House of Lords, is a petition 
to the House of Commons; but that in 
the present state of things cannot be 
thought of. _ Whether or not there can 
be a civil action against the gaoler for 
false imprisonment, is a question” for 
professional lawyers; and upon this a 
good deal of the old dispute on the case 
of Ashby and White, would come in 
play; with this material difference, that 
the objection, which was urged: in that 
case to the possibility of the House of 
Lords, in case of appeal, becoming judge 
of the privilege of the Corhmons, would 
lie here as strongly (though in a dillerent 
view) to the House of Lords becoming by 
appeal judge of their 6wn act. 

I hive now answered your Queries as 
well as I can. The conduct of the House 
of Lords seems to have been very harsh, 
especially as the paragraph in question, | 
understand (for I have not seen it) to be 
of that sert from which your paper 1s of 
all others the most free. But harsh as it 
is, I do not know that it is contrary to 
| precedent, or otherwise illegal, than with 
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respect to the term and the fine, and I do 
not know that my opinion upon these 
heads is that of any other person, much 
less the general one. Every Court ap- 
pears to me to have usurped powers in 
cases of contempt beyond the necessity 
ef the case, and the House of Lords more 
than any other, possibly, because there is 
no appeal from it, except to Parliament, 
of which they make a part. By the way 
it is observable, that the House of Com- 
mons, which of all Courts has been the most 
moderate in exercise of power of this sort, is 
the Courtwhose power and right hasoftenest 
been called in question. Mr. Erskine’s 
whole letter seems to relate more to ordi- 
nary Courts of Justice than to the Houses 
of Parliament; but even inthe case of such 
Courts, if a man were to write contuma- 
ciously of the manner in which a Judge 
gave judgment, I suspect he would cer- 
tainly be attached fora contempt; though 
this case is not mentioned by I ir. Erskine, 
nor does it come, perhaps, strictly within 
the line of his argument. Now if this be 
so, it is clearly a contempt of the House 
of Lords to animadvert contumaciously on 
the speeches of its members, and perhaps 
more clearly than in the other case, inas- 
much as to print the speeches at allisa 
breach of Privilege. In compliance with 
your wishes, I have given you my opinion 
at large, which, however, I consider of 
very little value, and indeed all the ques- 
tions of particular and detailed usurpa- 
tions and abuses appear to me to become 
of little moment, at a time when the 
whole Constitution is in such a deplorable 
state. The proceedings against you, I 
suspect to be only a beginning of a per- 
secution against the liberty of the press 
in general, and a part of that system of 
‘terror which our Rulers are so fond of. I 
am, with every good wish, dear Sir, your’s 
ever, C. J. Fox. 
St. Anne’s-hill, 28th March, 1798, 
James Perry, Esq. 


*.* The Letter of Mr. Erskine, to 
which Mr. Fox alludes, is that which will 
be found at p. 656. 
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Highness Ernast Avucustus Duke of 
CUMBERLAND. 

Who, being upon his oath, saith, thas 
before three o’clock this morning being 
in bed and asleep, he received two blows 
upon his head, which awoke him, and 
upon starting up, he received two other 
blows upon his head, which, being accom- 
panied with a hissing noise, it occurred to 
him that some bat had flown against bim, 
being between sleeping and waking, and 
immediately received two other blows; 
there was a lamp burning in the room, but 
he did not see any body; that there was a 
night table standing near the bed side, 
where a letter lay which is covered with 
blood. His Royai Highness says, he then 

ot up and made for the door, which 
opens at the head of the bed; he then 
received a wound upon his right thigh 
with a sabre; he then called out to Neale, 
his page, and said there was a murderer in 
his room, and upon returning to his bed- 
room with Neale, he perceived that the 
door leading to the yellow room was wide 
open, which is always locked the last 
thing when he gets into bed; a naked 
sword had been dropped, which he supr 
poses must have given the wound in his 
thigh. The man who gave the blows 
never spoke a word, and, upon Neale re- 
turning with his Royal Highness, the man 
had fled through to the yellow room 
which leads into the ball-room, through 
the other yellow room into the ar- 
moury, to the summ#¢, bed-room through 
the dressing-room into Sellis’s room (the 
page whom his Royal Highness. believes 
gave him the wounds.) His Royal High- 
ness then went down stairs with Neale, 
and ordered the doors to be secured, that 
no person might escape out of the apart- 
ments. His Royal Highness further states 
that upon his return into his bed-room, he 
discovered that the sword which lay upon 
the floor was his own regimental sword, 
and in the closet at the foot of his bed 
was found the scabbard, with a pair of 
slippers belonging to Sellis, and the key 
of the closet-door, which is usually on the 
side of the door next the room, was found 
on the inside of the door next the closet ; 
there was also a dark lantern in the closet, 
and from these circumstances he has rear 
son to believe, and doth believe, that the 
blows and wounds he received were given 
him by the said Joseph Sellis. His Royal 
Highness further saith, that the said Joseph 
Sellis had not incurred his displeasure, 
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and that he had not any reason to think ill 
of him. : 
: The mark of 
Sworn before me, the ms 
$ist May, 1810, His Royal Highness 
J. Reap. ) the Duke of 
CUMBERLAND. 


Middlesexr.—The Information of Corne- 
* pws Neate, Valet to his Royal High- 
’ mess the Duke of CUMBERLAND, 


Who, being upon his oath, saith, that 
whilst he wasin bed ina room adjoining the 
bed-room of his Royal Highness, a little 
before three o’clock, he heard his Royal 
Highness call out «* Neale! Neale! I am 
murdered !”’ upon which he got out of bed, 
and met the Duke of Cumberland at the 
door. His Royal Highness said the mur- 
derer was in his bed-room, Informant 
says he instantly darted iuto the bed- 
room of his Roya! Highness and seized the 
pees and then perceived that the door 
eading into the yellow room was wide 
open, which he immediaiely ran to, and 
set his foot upon a naked sword which was 
Iving upon the floor, just by the door. He 
took up the sword and asked leave of his 
Royal Highness to pursue the assassin ; 
but his Royal Highness desired he would 
not, but to call thé servants. His Royal 
Highness then lent tpon informant’s arm, 
and they went together into the porter’s 
room, and called the porter, and he was 
ordered by his al Highness not to 
sufler any person to go out of the house. 
They then returned up stairs again, and 
upon going up stairsthey met Mrs. Neale, 
whom his Royal Highness desired to call 
Sellis. She ran to his bed-room, and came 
back again, and said the door was locked. 
His Royal Highness then finding himself 
faint from loss of blood, lay down upon 
the bed. His Royal Highness then de- 
sired informant to look after the assassin, 
and to find out where he could have been 
concealed. Inforntant opened the door 
at the foot of the bed leading to a small 
room which has three closets; the water 
closet, the closet where. informant sup- 
poses the assassin had concealed himself, 
aud another closet for dirty linen. In the 
Closet where he supposed the assassin was 
penoenies, informant found a pair of black 

eather slippers, with the name Sellis writ- 
ten in each slipper, which informant be- 
lieves to be of the hand-writing of Joseph 
Sellis, an Italian, one of the valets of his 
Roya! Highness the Duke of Cumberland ; 


there was also a dark lantern, a bottle of 
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water, and the scabbard of the sword 
which was found upon the floor in the 
bed-room ; there was also two bolsters, 
which’are used in the day time for orna- 
menting the bed of his Royal Highness, 
and the key of the closet was in the in- 
side of the door, which was not usual, and 
could ha¥e been of no use but for the pur- 
pose of locking the door, where he sup- 
poses the assassin had concealed himself. 
Informant saith, about this time a report 
came to the Duke that Sellis was murder- 
ed. Informant saith, that he assisted his 
Royal Highness to goto bed. About this 
time Mr. Home, the surgeon, came, and 
this informant assisted him in binding up 
his wounds. Informant saith, there are 
several wounds upon his Royal Highuess’s 
head, one upon his throat. That the 
back of his right hand is cut across, 
and that there are wounds upon his left 
arm, and a wound upon the back of his 
right thigh, and he has reason to believe 
that all the wounds were given by the 
sword found upon the floor in the bed- 
room, which was very bloody. Infor- 
mant saith, that between the Duke’s room 
and informant’s room, there are three 
doors, but only a wainscot partition be- 
tween the beds. That he never heard any 
noise till the Duke called out, Neale! 
Neale! I'am murdered! «Informant saith, 
that he attended his Royal Highness to 
bed last night about twelve o’clock ; and 
afier his Royal Highness had passed the 
yellow room (which he always does when 
he goes to bed), inforriant shut the door, 
and is very sure he locked it; and he af- 
terwards remained in the Duke’s room 
until his Royal Highness got into bed. 
No other person was in the room, and his 
Royal Highness desired informant would 
call him--at seven o’clock. Informant 
went out by the doors leading to his own 
room, and ordered the house-maid to 
light his Royal Highness’s fire at six 
o'clock; he then went to his own room, 
and went to bed. The doors betseen his 
Royal Highness’s bed-room and the bed- 


room of this informant,.wére shut, but not . 


locked. His bed-room door next the pas- 
sage is always open; that tie is very wake- 
ful, and if any one had come in that way, 
he must either have heard or, seen him ; 
and there being no other entrance to his 
Royal Highness’s ‘bed-room but the door 
from the yellow room, which he left lock- 
ed, this informant verily believes that the 


said Joseph Sellis, or Some other person 


who made the assault upon his Royal 
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Highness, must have concealed himself in 
the closet where he found the slippers, the 
dark lantern and the scabbard. of the 
sword, Informant saith, that the said 
Joseph Sellis had taken out his Royal 
Highness’s uniform and the sword, and 
brought them into his bed-room for a re- 
gimental inspection, which did not take 
place, and Sellis afterwards returned the 
regimentals to the wardrobe, but -left the 
sword in the bed-room, where inforinant 
believes he saw the sword some time yes- 
terday. Cornetius NEALE. 
Swern before me, May 31, 1810, 
J. Reap. 


Middleser.—The Information of Ann, the 
Wife of Connetius Neate, House- 
keeper to his Royal Highness the 
Duke of CUMBERLAND. 


Who being upon oath, saith, that she 
was cailed up this morning, about three 
o’clock, by her husband, and at the same 
time heard his Royal Highness exclaim 
that he had been murdered. Upon 
going into Mr. Neale’s room (called the 
Page’s Room) she found his Royal High- 
ness bleeding very much. Mr. Neale 
was with him. His Royal Highness de- 
sired her to call the servants, and after 
his Royal Higtness had got back to iis 
bed-room, she went and called Joseph 
Sellis at his room door, but no one an- 
swered ; the door was fast. The porter 
was with her, and tried to open it, but 
could not. He then knocked very vio- 
lently at the door, but no one answered. 
She then tried to open the door of the 
yellow-room, leading to the ball-room, 
but could not open it, and found after- 
wards that the door was: bolted within- 
side, which she never knew it to be be- 
fore. Informant saith, that she then re- 
turned by the ball-room through the yel- 
low-rooms, and through the summer- 
rooms, to get at Sellis’s room the other 
way, and thinks five or six minutes had 
elapsed since they tried at the first door, 
and just as she got to the bed-room door 
she héard a guggling sort of noise like 
water in a man’s throat, and heard a 
dropping on the floor like water, and the 
porter looked into the room and ex- 
claimed, Good God! Mr. Seliis has cut 
his throat; upon which she became very 
much frightened, and went away and 
desired the porter to get assistance. In- 
formant says that the folding doors lead- 
ing from the ball-room into the yellow- 


room were shut, and all the other doors 
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from the ball-room to Sellis’s room were 


open. ANN NEALE. 
Informant, further saith, that she has 
known Joseph Sellis for near twelve 
years, and for the last five years he has 
lived in his Royal Highness’s service ; 
says that he was very obstinate and quar- 
relsome, and would not bear contradic- 
tion, not even from his Royal Highitess, 
and would never acknowledge himself in 
fault. Had observed nothing particular 
in his deportment lately. He had been 
ill for three weeks or a month of a vio- 
tent cold, but was getiing the better of it. 
Informant says that his Royal Highness 
had been very kind to him, and about a 
week or ten days ago had permitted him 
to go within the carriage, instead of riding 
on the outside, which he had been accus- 
tomed to co. She has no reason to be- 
lieve that he had any grudge to his Royal 
Highness; that during his illness his 
Royal Highness permitted him to go to 
bed, instead of sitting up for him, which 
it was his place to do every third night. 
That during the last four or five years 
his Royal Highness had allowed his wife 
and family to live in the house, with an 
allowance of coals and candles. ‘That 
(after the birth of the last child) about 
three months ago, his Royal Ilighness 
and the Princess Augusta. stood for the 
christening by proxies, and she has heard 
Sellis say, that the Queen had made him 
a present of two pieces of Indian muslin, 
and that the Princess Augusta had also 
given him a piece, with several other 
presents for the child’s baptism. Infor- 
mant saith, that the Duke of Cumberland 
was very partial to Sellis, and always had 
him to travel with him. Says that he 
lived very much to himself, and was ver 
distant with all his Royal Highness’s 
other servants. His principal acquaint- 
ances were a Mr. Greville, page to the 
Duke of Cambri ge ; and a Mr. and Mrs. 
Dupre, wax-chandler, in Jermyn-Street. 
Mrs. Dupre was Mrs. Sellis’s confidential 
friend. in‘ormant says that there are a 
pair of green doors across the gailer 
which . separates his Royal Higtness’s 
apartments fromm the Queen’s Public 
Rooms, which are always kept locked, of 
which she has the key; but there was 
another key which Sellis bad, and which 
he informed lier his Royal Highness had 
permitted him to get made in order that 
he might pass from his Royal Highness’s 
apartments to where his wife lived with- 
out going out of doors, and that he must 
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have passed that way yesterday. Infor- 
mant further says, that in passing through 
the ball-room and/the yellow-room ad- 
yoining, she found the upper part of the 
window shutters open in the ball-room, 
the yellow-room adjoining, and one in 
the spare bed-room, which were usually 
shut at night. Ann NEALE. 
Sworn before me, May 31, 1510, 
J. Reap. 


Middlesex.—The Information of BEnsa- 
min SmitH, Porter to his Royal High- 
ness, the Duke of CuMBERLAND. 


Who being upon lis oath, saith, that 
this morning, at about a quarter before 
three o'clock, he was called up by his 
Royal Highness and Mr. Neale, the Valet. 
Neale cried out, his Royal Highness is 
murdered. ‘That he immediately got up, 
and saw his Royal Highness all over blood. 
They desired him to alarm the servants, 
and having armed himself with a sword, 
he then went and gave directions to the 
sentries to stop every one who should 
come out of the door. The outer door 
was fastened, and the area door was lock- 
ed. He returned and met Mrs. Neale, 
the housekeeper, and the yager, and they 
went to the door of Sellis’s room. In- 
formant says he called through the key- 
hole of the door, and knocked at the same 
time with the sword he had in his hand, 
but no one answered, and they thought 
that Sellis could not be there ; informant 
says he was then sent to Sellis’s wife’s 
apartments, and one of his children an- 
swered that he was sleeping in the house, 
meaning the Duke’s private apartments. 
He then went round with Mrs. Neale and 
the yager through the drawing-room and 
the summer apartments, and thinks ten 
minutes might have passed from the time 
he knocked at the first door (but being 
frightened he cannot speak to the exact 
time) ; that just as they got near the door 
of Sellis’s bed-room, he heard a gugeling 
noise, that appeared to him to come from 
the throat of some person; he thinks 
Sellis’s room door was open, but neither 
he nor Mrs. Neale, or the yager went 
in, but being véry much frightened, and 
suspecting from the noise they heard that 
some other person had been murdered, 
they went back again to get further as- 
sistance. Informant further says, that in 
passing through the ball-room, and the 
summer apartments, he perceived the 
upper part of some of the window-shutters 
a little upon the jar. Informant says that 
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Joseph Sellis came into his apartment last 
night before the Duke came from Green- 
wich, and asked who was for Windsor : 
and was answered the yager. Informant 
then asked Sellis if the ta was going to 
Windsor to-morrow.  Sellis answered, 
that he believed the Duke intended to go; 
that Sellis then went, as informant be- 
lieves, up. to the Duke’s apartments, and 
he does not recollect. that he. saw him 
afterwards. Bensamin Situ. 


| Sworn before me, May 31, 1810, 


J. Reap. 


_Middlesex.—The Information of Mattuzw 


Hengy Gras en, Servant to his Roya! 
Highness the Duke of CumBErvanp. 


Who, being upon his oath, saith, that 
he was called up this morning, about three 
o’clock, by Mrs. Neale, who said, Get up! 
get up! the Duke is murdered! Infor- 
mant says he got up, and took a pair of 
pistols with him, and when he came to 
the sitting-room, next his Royal High- 
ness’s bed-room, Mrs. Neale desired him 
to call Joseph Sellis, but he was not able 
to find his way to the apartments where 
Sellis and his wife lived,. and came back 
again, and then the porter went and 
brought back word that Sellis. was sleeping 
in‘the Duke’s house. He then went, in 


‘company of Mrs. Neale and the. porter, to 


Sellis’s room door, where.they. called and 
knocked, but no one answered. ‘They 
then went round by the ball-room and 
summer apartments, and searched as they 
went on till they came to the other door 
of Sellis’s room, where they heard a noise 
like water in some man’s throat, and the 
porter cried out, Sellis is murdered! The 
door of the room was open, but neither of 
them went into the room, they went back 
for further assistance. Informant says, 
that he saw Sellis last night about 8 
o’clock, in the porter’s room; he came 
there and asked who was for Windsor to- 
morrow. Informant says, he answered 
that he was. Informant further says, that 
in passing through the ball-room and the 
summer apartments, two . window-shutters 
of the ball-room were a little open, and 
one window-shutter in..each of the other 
rooms was a little open at the top. 
Mattruew Henry GRASLEN. 
Sworn before me, May 31, 1810. 
J. Reap. 


Middleser—The Information of JosEPH 
Creicuton, Serjeant in the Coldstream 
Guards. se 











Who being upon his oath says, that he 
was one of the Serjeants of the King’s 
Guard on duty at St. James’s, and was 
called from the Guard-room at half past 
three o’clock to his Royal Highness the 
Duke of Cumberland’s apartments. When 
he entered the hall, he found two ser- 
vants, and was told that his Royal High- 
ness had been wounded; and says, that 
he saw a good deal of blood in the hall, 
and upon the stair-case. That he went 
with two or three soldiers with arms up 
stairs, and went through the suite of apart- 
ments into the room where the dead man 
lay ; the door was on the jar; the ser- 
vant who preceded us turned back, and 
one of the soldiers took the candle out of 
his hand and went into the room, and in- 
formant followed him.‘ They found a 
man, whom he has since understood to be 
Sellis, laying on his back on the bed, with 
his throat cut ; his shirt was very bloody; 
arazor with a white handle lay on the 
floor, about two feet from the bed. Sellis 
had on a pair of pantaloons and stockings, 
but neither shoes nor coat, and if he had 
on a waistcoat it did not appear in front. 
There was a wash-hand bason standing on 
the table with a little water in it, appear- 
ing as if some one had been washing their 
bloody hands in it. Informant says he 
picked up the razor and put it upon the 
table ; the razor was bloody. Sellis was 
quite dead when he came into the room, 
but not cold, There was no appearance 
of Sellis having struggled ; his hands were 
straight down, and the blood all in a froth 
running from his neck. 

J. Creicuton, Serj. Coldstream Guards. 

Sworn before me, May 31, 1810. 

J. Reap. 


Middleser.—The Information of Tuomas 
Strricktanp, Under Butler to his Royal 
Highness the Duke of CumBERLAND. 


Who being upon oath saith, that ‘he 
saw Joseph Sellis last night about ten mi- 
nites - before eleven o’clock in his Royal 
Highness’s bed-room. He was standing 
by the dressing table, with what appeared 
to this inforinant to be a shirt in his hand. 
Nothing passed between us. Informant 
savs he went there as it was usual for him 
to do to take up his Royal Highness’s cup, 
which he placed upon the stand by the 
bed-side. Informant says he was not sur- 
prised at seeing Sellis there, as he did nat 
know but it was his turn in waiting. Sellis 
looked earnestly at him, and had a smile 
upon his countenance, but did not speak. 
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Sellis had his coat on, but he did not ob- 
serve any other parts of his dress, nor did 
he take notice whether there was or not a 
sword in the room. Says he had very 
little intercourse with Sellis, but when he 
had any, he always found him to be a 
very civil man. He left Sellis in the 
Duke’s room, and never saw him after- 


wards. THomas STRICKLAND, 
Sworn before me, May 31, 1810. 
J. Reap. 


Middleser—The Information of Saran 
Vartey, Housemaid to his Royal 
Highness the Duke of Cumbertanp, 


Who being upon her oath, saith, that it 
is her business to shut up the window shut- 
ters of the ball-room, and the rooms upon 
the same floor, and that last night she shut 
all the window shutters, but witiiout putting 
up the bars, and that she shut all the doors 
except the door leading into Sellis’s room 
from his Royal Highness’s dressing-room : 
that she took the two bolsters and cover- 


lid which dress the bed in the day time off 


fromthe bed between nine and ten o’clock 
last night, and placed them in a closet 
leading to the water closet, and that she 
locked the door, leaving the key in the 
door onthe side next the room ; she does 
it every night, and is periecttly sure she 
did it last night. Informant says that at 
the time she placed the bolsters in the 
closet there was no sword there nor any 
slippers or dark lantern; that she has just 
come from the closet where she placed 
the bolsters, and says, they are now ina 
very different position from that she left 
them last night ; informant further says 
that she was in the housemaid’s room 
last night about ten o’clock ; Sarah Tether- 
head and Margaret Jones were there ; 
Sellis came in and desired Margaret to 
put the sheets upon his bed, saying, I 
shall sleep here to-night, because I think 
the Duke is going to Windsor to-morrow ; 
Margaret answered Very well, Sir, and 
then Sellis went away. Saran Varvey. 
Sworn before me, 3lst May, 1810, 
. Reap. 


The further Information of Saran 
VARLEY. 


Who being upon her oath, saith, that 
she has seen and examined the lantern 
which was found in the closet where she 
placed the bolsters, and says, itis a small 
brown lantern, and hath glass sides, and 
has tin sliders to each glass to make it 
quite dark; that she has seen a lantern 
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like it once or twice standing upon the 
drawers in Mr. Sellis’s . dressing-room, 
and she hath seen him with a lantern very 
like it in his hand in the gallery once or 
twice ; thinks it was above a month ago 
since she saw the lantern stand upon the 
dressing-table, and is very sure that it 
was a square lantern. SaraH VARLEY. 
Sworn before me, Ist June, 1810, 
J. Reap. 


Middleser.—The Information of Anronio 
PAanzgRA. 


Who, upon his oath, says, that he has 
lived with his Royal Highness the Duke 
of Sussex, as his valet de chambre, about 
three years ; that he knew Sellis by sight 
before he (this informant) came to live 
with his Royal Highness, and has seen 
him frequently since at Windsor, and in 
town, but that he never called upon Sellis 
unless he had a message to deliver from 
his Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex, 
nor did Sellis ever call upon this informant 
intown. He was inno habits of intimacy 
with Sellis. When his Royal Highness 
the Duke of Sussex and his Royal High- 
ness the Duke of Cumberland were at 
Windsor, he frequently met him, and says, 
that Seilis has several times told hina, that 
if he could get another place he should 
be very glad to leave tlie service of his 
Royal Highness the Duke of Cumberland ; 
giving as a reason, that he had a wife and 
a large family, and that he could not sup- 
port them without better wages: that 
Neale, the other valet, had all the perqui- 
sites of the clothes, and that he (Sellis) 
lived upon ill terms with Neale. In- 
formant saith, that on the 22d of this 
month he walked with Sellis for half an 
hour in Windsor Park, when he told this 
informant that he passed many unhappy 
hours, and that his situation was very un- 
comfortable, on account of a person in 


-the house of the name of Neale, whom he 


could swear robbed and plundered his 
Royal Highness the Duke of Cumberland 
at different times. He said that his Royal 
Highness had used him ill, by very often 
speaking sharp to him, and that he thought 
if Neaie was not there he should be treated 
better, and that Neale also used him yery 
ill; and further says, that Sellis during 
this cenversation appeared very much de- 


_ jected, and more low in spirits than he 


had ever seen him before. Says he has 
never met Sellis at any other place ex- 
Cept once or twice at the Opera, and does 
not know whom he associated with; that 
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he was a man of very few words, and 
never said so much to him as he did on 
the day he has mentioned ; but that when- 
ever he has met Sellis, he has always ex- 
pressed a wish to leave his Royal High- 
ness the Duke of Cumberland. Says that 
Sellis always appeared to him to be a 
very mild man, and not addicted to drink. 

ANTONIO PanzeEna, 

Sworn before me the 3lst May, 1810, 

J. Reap. 


Middleser.—The Information of Ferrnpi- 
NAND Burzio, of Charles-street, Gros- 
venor-square, Jeweller. 


Who being upon his cath, saith, that 
he has known Joseph Sellis about 14 or 
15 years, has been in the habit of fre- 
quently seeing him, but not for the last 
five weeks. Before that time he used to 
call very often at the apartments of his 
Royal Highness the Duke of Cumberland, 
with articles of jewellery ; but never met 
Sellis at any third place. Says that Sellis 
was aman who lived much to himself; 
that he always considered him a very 
orderly-good man. Informant saith, that 
about five months ago Seljlis came to his 
house, and asked informant to look out 
for a place for him. Informant said, Good 
God, what, do. you mean to ruin yourself! 
You must not think for yourself, you must 
think for your family ; upon that in- 
formant says Sellis left him, and went 
away apparently satisfied. 

Ferpinanp Burzio. 

Sworn before me, the 31st May, 1810, 

J. Reap. 


Middleser.—The Information of Mary 
Ann SELuis, Widow. 


Who, upon her oath, saith, that Joseph 
Sellis, her Jate husband, had been with 
her nearly the whole of yesterday ; that 
he went to market, and afterwards walked 
with her and the children into the Park, 
and did not leave her till 10 o’clock last 
night, when .he went away, saying he 
should sleep at the Duke’s, in order that 
the maid might sleep with her to nurse 
the young child; when he went away the 
door was locked after him, and she never 
saw him afterwards. ‘That when he 
walked with her in the Park, he had on 
pantaloons, with shoes and half-gaiters, 
and she verily believes he had on his shoes 
and gaiters when. he left her at night, as 
she never saw him pull them off, and they 
are not left behind him, and that he 
scarcely ever wore slippers at home; 12 
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formant says, that her late husband had 
been ill of a violent cold for four or five 
weeks, but he seemed to her to be more 
cheerful and happy yesterday on account 
of their young child being better; infor- 
mant says, that about a fortnight ago she 
heard him in conversation with her sister 
complain of his health, she everheard him 
say In answer to some observation that fel] 
from her sister, that death is a debt we 
must all pay sooner or later; informant 
savs, that he last night at supper talked 
much of preparations which were to be 
made for dressing the children for the 
birthday, and desired her to take care 
and get her gown in time, she having 
been busied in making up some muslin 
that had been given to her husband by 
the Queen and Princess Augusta for her 
and the children; informant further says, 
that to prevent her husband sleeping 
down stairs, she had put the child in 
the bed where the maid used to sleep, 
and told him she should not want the 


assistance of the maid in the room, but | 


he told her that the Duke had said 
perhaps he might go to Windsor to-mor- 
row morning, and therefore he should 
sleep below stairs, as upon those occa- 
sions he was accustomed to do. That he 
took no lantern with him, nor his gloves 
or hat; nor had he any lantern belonging 
to him: but one, which is now in the 
house, and is the one which she now pro- 
duces. That she never heard him make 
any complaint of his Royal Highness the 


Duke of Cumberland, but felt himself 


much grafified by the honour which his 
Royal Highness and the Princess Augusta 
had done him, by standing for their last 
child, and for the presents they had made 
them; and further says, that her Royal 
Highness the Princess Elizabeth had also 
sent her presents two years running. In- 
formant says, that she knows of nothing 
hanging upon his mind ; that he was not 
particularly straightened in his circum- 
stances at that time, and she does not 
know that he was in ¢ebt, or that he owes 
any bill, but to the apothecary ; that the 
tailor brought home some clothes for him 
this morning ; that he never drank spirits, 
or any thing but beer-to his meals ; that he 
‘made her a little brandy and water last 
night for a spasm she had in her stomach, 
but did not touch it himself, although she 
asked himto do so. That he was always 


at home and devoted the whole of his 
time to her, not having spent one evening 
out since she Jast lay in, now about eight 
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months ago; that Mr. Wallden, the but- 
ter-man, and Mr. Greville, his Royal 
Highness the Duke of Cambridge’s valet, 
were the persons she saw the most of, and 
they very seldom called upon him ; that 
he did not belong to any club or meeting, 
and never went out of doors for a week 
together when any thing was the matter 
either with her or her children; that he 
had a key to the green baize doors which 
communicate with his Royal Highness’s 
apartments, which he always kept him- 
self, and wore it in his waistcoat pocket, 
and she heard him unlock the outer door 
last night when he left her, the same kev 
opening that door as well as the green 
baize doors. That he tock his clean 
own stairs with him, aud promised 
to bring back his dirty linen this morne 
ing, and desired her t ’ roast the veal to- 
morrow (meaning to-day), and that he 
would remind her of it when he came in 
the morning. ‘That during his last illness 
he has freque ntly complained of a giddi- 
ness in his head, and when she has pro- 
posed to him upon these occasions to wali 
out in the air, he has always said that 
lying down would relieve him; she has 
asked frequently to consult an apothecary 
about his health, and his answer always 
was, that nourishing things were better 
than medicines. Mary Ann Se uis. 
Sworn before me, May 31, 1810, 
J. Reap. 


The further Information of the said Mary 
ANN SELLIS, 


Who being upon her oath, saith, that 
her husband never was accustomed to 
take any lantern or candle with him when 
he went from home into the Duke’s apart- 
ments; that there 1s a lamp always burn- 
ing on the stair-case leading to the gal- 
lery door; that there 1s no Jamp at pre- 
sent between the first door and the green 
doors; she has heard that there used to 
be one, but the lamplighter had taken it 
away, and that beiweenthe gteen door 


| and the Duke’s bed room lights are always 


burning until the Duke goes to bed; in- 
formant saith that about two years ago 
she heard that her husband had some dis- 
agreement with his Royal Highness, owing 
to a quarre] that had taken place between 
her husband and Neale, and he then told 
her that he had wrote to his Royal High, 
ness expressing a wish to leave his ser- 
vice, but that he got no answer to it. He 
said that Major Thornton and Capt. Ste- 
yenson had told him to make himself 
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happy and not to mind any thing about | 
Neale’s quarrel. Informant further saith, 
that she never had the least reason to 
believe that her husband was deranged. 
Informant further saith, that she remon- 
stra'ed with him upon his wishes to go 
aw, and stated to him the advantages 
wih they received from apartments 
aid coals and candles; aud she says she 
expressed her wish to him that he would 
make himself happy and stay, and not to 
make her unhappy by talking to her of 
it again, and she says he has never men- 
tioned it to her since, now about two 
years ago. Mary Ann SELtIs. 
Sworn before me, June 1, 1810, 
J. Reap. 


The Information of Ann Hitt, Servant to 
Mrs. Sellis. 


Who being upon her oath, saith, that 
she remembers seeing her master as he 
went from home on Wednesday night 
last; that she let him out and locked the 
door after him, and she says that he had 
en pantaloons and walking shoes. 

The Mark A of Ann Hitt. 

This Witness was not sworn. 


' WWiddleser.—The Information of SamwvuEL 


Tuomas Apams, Esq. of Great Russel 
street, Bloomsbury. 


Who being upon his oath, saith, that 
he was called in this morning upon the 
death of a servant of his Royal Highness 
the Duke of Cumberland, whose name is 
Joseph Sellis; and upon examifation of 
the port-folio of the said Joseph Sellis, in 
his bed-room, where he now lies, he 
found the two letters now produced, 
gnarked A. and B. both signed Joseph 
Sellis, and appearing all in the same 
hand-writing ; one of them addressed to 
his Royal Highness the Duke of Cum- 
berland ; the other addressed to Captain 
Stevenson. The one is dated 4th May, 
3808, and the other is dated July 9, 1809. 

| Sam. Tuos. Apams, 

Sworn before me, May 31, 1810,) 

J. Reap. 


Copy of a Letter marked A. 


St. James’s, July 9, 1809. 

Sir; Iam extremely anxions to know 
his Royal Highness’s decision concerning 
the evidence produced before you against 
Mr. Neale, and I beg you, Sir, to have 
the goodness to relieve me from this most 
disagreeable suspense; if I may, Sir, 
judge from appearance, either his Royal 
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Highness is not acquainted with what 
has been proved, or his Royal Highness 
has entirely forgiven him; should the 
former be the case, Sir, I hope you will 
have the goodness to acquaint his Royal 
Highness to the full extent of the roguery 
of this man; and here it may be neces- 
sary to say, ‘that the witnesses you have 
examined are all of them ready to take 
their oaths in a Court of Justice, and 
there to assert what they have already 
said before you; but, Sir, should his 
Royal Highness have forgiven him, and 
then I mast be under the most disagree- 
able necessity to beg his Royal Highness 
to have the goodness to dispose of me as 
his Royal Highness may think proper, so 
that Imay not have the mortification to 
live and act in the same room with a man 
I have convicted as a rogue, and with 
whom no human being is able to live upon 
friendly terms. Had it been his Royal 
Highness’s pleasure to have had this 
| business in a Court of Justice, the man 
would have been transported at least for 
seven years, and what I am going to com- 
municate to you now, is, I believe, trans- 
portation for life. I have been told, Sir, 
that Mr. Neale cheats his Royal Highness 
in every thing he buys; in two ditierent 
articles I have already ascertained this to 
be the fact, on the tooth-picks he gains 50 
per 100, by charging 1s. 6d. for that for 
which he only pays one shilling, and on 
the soap he charges two shillings for 
that which he only pays eighteen-pence ; 
and should his Royal Highness wish me to 
proceed with these discoveries, it will be 
found that the dishonesty of this man has 
no bounds. The evidence you have 
taken, Sir, and what I have communicated 
to Major Thornton, with which also you 
must be acquainted, you must, Sir, be sa- 
tisfied that this man is as great a villain 
as ever existed; no oath or promise 's 
binding with him, he relates alike that which 
he must have sworn to keep sacred in 
his bosom, as he will a most trifling 
thing, and slanders; and threatens with 
public exposure and large damages, his 
benefactor and only maker of his fortune, 
just as he would one of his own stamp. 
Sir, to serve his Royal Highness I have 
always thought it as my greatest honour, 
and to serve him in any sitvation that his 
Royal Highness may be pleased to place 


my life, but no longer can I live with 
this monster. I have, Sir, served his 
Royal Highness for nearly twelve yeat> 
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and would rather forego all my wishes 
and pretensions, and beseech his Royal 
Highness to allow me permission to look 
yut for another place. To your goodness 
trust, Sir, that you will lay my case be- 
bre his Royal Highness and acquaint me 
wth his Royal Highness’s pleasure. I 
hwe the honour to be, Sir, your most 
obdient and most humble servant. 
i, C, Stephenson, Esq. J. SELLIs. 
Exkbited to me, May 31,1810. J. R. 


Copy ofa Lerrer marked B. 


May 4, 1808. 

Ma) it please your Royal Highness; I 
take th liberty to beg your Roya! High- 
ness Woild have the goodness to take in 
your conideration the uncomfortable and 
most unjleasant way in which I travel. 
To be upg the carriage box has always 
been to me the most disagreeable of all 
grievances .] have, however, persevered 
to ride upon it without complaining, to 
please and gatify your Royal Highness, 
and in the hypes that when your Royal 
Highness’s Brethers should discontinue to 
make their se:vant: travel in the same 
way, that your Roya\ Highness would be 
pleased to follow thdr example. For 
this reason, I now taie the liberty to 
mention to your Royal Highness, that his 
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales takes 
his servants with him in‘he carriage, or 
sends them in a post chase. The Duke 
of Sussex has followed the Prince’s exam- 
ple, and his Royal Highnes the Duke of 
Cambridge, whenever his Royal Highness 
¢annot take his servant in the carriage, 
sends him by thestage, or in a post-chaise 
(livery servants excepted.) I most hum- 
bly intfeat your Royal Highness to dis- 
continue a thing which has preyed in my 
mind, and has hurt me more than ten year: 
hard labour could have done. I have the 
honour to be, Your Royal Highness’s most 
faithful, and most devoted humble Ser- 


‘ 


vant, Joserpu SELLIs. 
Exhibited -to me May 31, 1810, 
J. Reap. 


Middlesex.—The further Information of 
Samurt Tuomas Apams, Esq. Coroner. 


Who being upon his oath saith, that he 
came to the apartments of his Royal 
Highness the Duke of Cumberland about 
ten o’clock yesterday morning, and after 
viewing the body of Joseph Sellis, and 
after findmg the letters mentioned in his 
former deposition, he looked round the 


room, and observed a pair of shoes at the | 
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foot of the bed, and a pair of half gaiters 
in the chair on the left-hand side of the 
chest of drawers, That upon observing 
the door of the room next the head of the 
bed to have no key in it, he made a search 
for it, and in the closet, the door of which 
was locked, and which he unlocked, he 
found the key which fitted the lock: the 
door was not locked, but fastened by a 
small bolt under the lock. And infor- 
mant further says that this morning he di- 
rected a man to search the pockets of the 
deceased, and in his presence he took out 
of his right hand breeches pocket a key 
that unlocked the green baize door placed 
across the Gallery. 
Samvuet Tuomas Apams, 
Sworn before me, June 1, 1810, 
= J. Reap. 


Middlesex.—-The further Information of 
Marrsew Henry Grasiin, Yager to 
his Royal Highness the Duke of Cum- 
BERLAND. 


Who being upon his oath, saith, that 
after he got to the door of Sellis’s room, 
with Mrs. Neale and Benjamin Smith, the 
Porter, and found that Sellis’s throat was 
cut, they. thought the murderers were still 


.inthe house, and went to get further as- 


sistance; they first called up Ball, then 
White, and afterward Strickland and 
Richardson, who sleep together in one 
room. Informant says he told them all 
that Sellis had been murdered, and the 
Duke nearly so ; some soldiers were then 
waiting in the hall, and Ball joined the 
soldiers and came up stairs with them.-—- 
Informant says that he and Mrs. Neale, 
and Smith, the Porter, staid below in the 
Porter’s room—he thinks that not more 
than ten minutes had passed, when Bal! 
and the soldiers went up stairs, from the 
time he, Mrs. Neale, and Smith, had left 
Sellis’s room to go for assistance, and 
dusing that interval, he does not believe 
that any person went to the room. 
M. Henry Grastin. 


Sworn before me, June 1, 1810, 
J. Reap. 


Middlesex.—The Information of Janes 
Pauter, Valet to his Royal Highness 
the Duke of CUMBERLAND. 


Who being upon his oath, saith, that he 
was called up by Mrs. Neale, about three 
o’clock yesterday morning ; he first saw 
the Duke in his own room, Mrs. Neale 
was holding of him; that he (informant) 
assisted in holding him: there were then 
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three lights insthe room ; the Duke said 
that he was murdered, and that the nur- 
derer. must be in the room, the doors of 
the room were open.. Mr. Neale wanted 
to go away to look after the murderer, but 
the Duke told him not, and desired us 
to call Sellis. Mrs. Neale went to call 
Sellis, and some one came and said Sellis 
was murdered, Informant says he did 
not quit the room tJl Mr. Home the Sur- 
geon came, and that he, Mr. Home, and 
Mr. Neale, examined the closet, and found 
the scabbard of the sword, the lantern, a 
pair of slippers with Scilis’s name in them, 
and a boitle of water. Informant says, 
that he staid in the room with the Duke 
till the Prince of Wales and the Duke’s 
other Brothers came. Informant further 
saith, that he lias lived five years with 
Sellis, but never had much conversation 
with him; that he was a positive obstinate 
man, but not particularly ill-tempered. 
Informant says, that Neale and Sellis were 
never friends, they had disputed about the 
Duke’s' wardrobe. Inforimant says, he 
hath heard Scllis gay that he gould not 
live with the Duke if Neale was kept, and 
he believes Sellis had a great dislike to 
Neale: that Sellis for the last four or five 
weeks hath complained of a cold, but in- 
furmant says he did not cbserve much al- 
teration or difference in him. 
Sworn before me, June i, 1810, 
J. Reap. 


Middlesexr.—The Information of Frrps- 
rick Grivri, Valet-de-Chambre to 
his Royal Highness the Duke of Cam- 
BRIDGE. 


Who, being upon his oath, saith, that 
he has lived with bis Royal Highness 
about 15 years, and. has known Seilis 
about nine years of the time; that he has 
frequently met him at Windsor, Brighton, 
Qatlands, and other places; but seldom 
saw him in London. He was upon very 
good terms with him, but not very inti- 
mate. with him; says that as far as he 
knew of kim, he was a very quiet, erderly, 
and sober man. Informant further saith, 
that about twelve months ago ie wes in 
company with Joseph Sellis, a! Windsor, 
when he appeared dissatisfied of the Duke 
of Cumberland, saying that he wished to 
get a Messenger’s place, and that if the 

uke had meso a good word for him, 
he was sure he could have got one for 
him ; and that if he, Sellis, could get ano- 
ther place in three months, he would leave 


his Royal Highness the Duke of Cumber- 
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land; and that if he was a mg, man, 


and had not a wife and family, he would 
leave him directly ; and further said, that 
he was upon ill terms with Neale, th« 
other, valet, and that he was so great 4 
scoundrel, he could not bear to live wih 
him. Informant said to hia) it was very had 
for a person when he lost one place to jet 
another, particularly as he was a/o- 
reigner, and he advised Sellis to consder 
of it. ‘The conversation thew ered and 
informant has not heard him talk j: thet 
way since. That the last time tls ins 
formant saw Sellis was on the 19tbof this 
monih, at Windsor, but he had » parti- 
cular conversation with him at tht time ; 
he complained of being ill, anf said he 
had laid in bed all Sunday. F Griven. 
Sworn before me, June jst, 1510, 
J, EAD. 


Middlesex.—The Information of Manca- 
RET Jones, one of the }busemaids in 
the service of his Roya}Highness the 
Duke of CumBERLAND. 


Wio being upon oath, saith, that she 
lias lived in the service of the Duke about 
14 weeks; that it is her piace to make the 
Buuler’s bed, the Housekeeper’s bed, Mr. 
Sellis’s bed, and ker own bed; there isa 
spare bed wherethe Adjutant of his Roval 
Highness’s Regiment used to lay, and 
when he has-skpt there she has had that 
to make; thafshe has made Mr. Sellis’s 
bed twice this week, but does not recollect 
to have mare it before, except that ‘she 
night have made it once when she first 
came. MM. Sellis never asked her to do it 
till this week, he always asked Sally to 
niake it,2nd informant believes she did 
make it; informant further saith, that she 
has looked at the lantern which was found 
in the closet of the room, but says she 
never saw it before, amd never saw Mr. 
Sellis with any lantern; informant says, 
that she was in the housemaid’s room on 
Wednesday night about eight o'clock, 
Sarah Varley and Sarah Tetherhead were 
there when MraSellis came in, and de- 
sired informant to put his sheets on bis 
bed as he should sheep therethat night, 
saying the Duke was going to Windsor 10 
the morning. That she afterwards made 
his bed, and about nine o’clock she saw 
him go into the Duke’s room to dress the 
Duke, the informant then being the 
page’s room. Informant says, that abou! 
a quarter past ten o’clock, she was 1" Mr. 
Salisbury’s (the Duke’s Steward) sitting” 
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room, to get it ready for the morniog, 
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it should be wanted hefore she was up | to bed, and Mr. Sellis coming from 
(Mr. Sellis having said that the Dake was | his bed-room, it was a ff . 


Windsor ; before eleven, 
going to Windsor in the morning), and as| he was coing down staits,§ 


says, they 









she was emptying the wash-hand—bason, | wished each other a good ght as they 
Mr. Sellis went into his own room, and | passed; the lantern which Me iad in Bt 
she then asked him if the Duke was going | hand was a round dark lat Sand she 
to Windsor early in the morning ; Sellis| hasseen him once before ‘the same 
answered her, that the Duke had said so | lantern, but does not recollect: n The 


in the morning, but had not said any! formant savs that she was in. @® 
thing about it in the evening. The door | joining the kitchen on Wednes 
of Mr. Salisbury’s sitting room opens op-|a little before eleven > Mary § vy was 
posite the door of. Mr. Sellis’s bed-room, | with her, and they heurd.a noise Made by 
and was wide open; Se lis was in his own | some person in the passage adjoining the 
room, undressing himself to go to bed, he | room where they were sitting, and they 
had got off his-coat and waistcoat, and his | thought Margaret was not gone to bed": 
shoes, and the curtains of the bed were un-/ but apon going up to bed afterwards she 


drawn, ready for him to get into bed. | found her asleep, and she has not discovers , 


Says that she saw Sellis undraw the cur-|}ed who it was that she heard walking 
tains ; both the doors of Mr. Sellis’s room | about, all the women servants were then 
were open whilst she was speaking to him. |in bed except herself and Mary Saxby, 
Sellis then wished her a good night and | and she believes all the men also, except 
shut the door opposite Mr. Salisbury’s | those who were out with the Duke. 


room, but she did not hear whether he Ann Ruppuck. 
bolted it or not; informant says, that after Sworn before me, Ist June, 1810. 
she had finished what she had to do in ) J. Reap. 


Mr. Salisbury’s room she went up to bed; | ,,. 
informant Shed says, that about half past ae a Information of Saran 
eleven o’clock she was awoke out of her PROM: ‘ 

sleep by Ann, the kitchenmaid who sleeps Who, upon her oath, saith, that she lives 
in the same room with informant, and was | with Mrs. Combe, wile of Mr. Alderman 
then coming to bed, and asked her what | Combe, as her maid, with whom she has 
she had been walking about the passage | lived ten years; that about the year 1796 
so long for ; infortnant told her that it was | (to the best of her recollection as to the 
not her; she said it was very like inform- |'time), she left England in the service of 
ant’s step, and that it was some person} John Barker Church, then of Berkley- 
shuffling along in old slippers, and gone | square, Esq. and sailed for America; a 
up the stairs leading from the kitchen to| man named Joseph Sellis, an Italian, and 


the Page’s room. whom she believes from what she has 
The mark 54 of Marcaret Jones. | heard to be the same person that has since 

Sworn before me, June, Ist 1810, been in the service of his R. H. the Duke 
J. Reap. of Cumberland, went with them in the ca- 


pacity of Valet to Mr. Church. The 
arrived at New York, and Joseph Sellis 
continued in the service of Mr. Church 
about a year and a half, when Mr. Church 
Who being upon her oath, saith, that} discharged him, suspecting that he had 
she has lived with his Royal Highness} robbed his desk. She says that Joseph 
about twelve months, that she has seen} Sellis remained three weeks in the service 
Mr. Sellis carry a dark lantern, it was} of Mc Church after the robbery, before 
about three weeks ago, as near as she can| Mr, Churchaccused him, Mr, Church hav- 


recollect.—Informant was going up stairs| ing examined ail the servants to endea- 
K K 


Middleser.—The Information of Ann Rup- 
puck, Kitchenmaid to his Royal High- 
‘ness the Duke of CuMBERLAND. 
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1027} POLITICAL REGISTER.— Duke of Cumberland. 


vour to find out the person who had com- 
mitted the robbery, and Sellis assisted his 
master in so doing, without any suspicion 
alighting upon him at that time, and dur- 
ing the inquiry no person was accused, 
—The habits of Mr. Church were to have 
Joseph Sellis sit up for him whenever he 
went out ; but when he staid at home he 
used to have his night-gown and slippers 
afier supper, and send Sellis to bed. After 
all attempts to find out the robbers had 
failed, Mr. Church recollected, that on 
the night the robbery was committed, he 
had sent Joseph Sellis to bed, and after 
that he had fallen asleep inthe parlour, 
and had been awoke by a noise which 
occasioned him to rouse himself, and he 
then got up and went tobed; and the re- 
collection of this circumstance led Mr. 
Church to suspect that Joseph Sellis had 
come tosee whether he was gone to bed 
or not ; and it was the next day, morning, 
when Mr. Church heard his desk had been 
broke open and robbed. Mr. Church 
upon this accused Sellis as being the per- 
son who hal robbed him, but had no 
proofs against him except finding a 
hammer in his possession, the claws of 
which fitted the marks which were made 


in the desk. Sellis answered, that he did, 


not mind Mr. Church’s accusation, as he 
knew himself to be innocent, and appear- 
ed very calm, and seemed to care nothing 
about it. Mr. Church not being satisfied 
with his denial of the robbery turned 
Sellis away. Informant says, there was 
an examination of Sellis before a Ma- 
gistrate at New York; but nothing 
came of it, as there was no proof against 
him, and Sellis was not put into any 
confinement. This informant further 
saith, that soon after this she heard 
from Mr. Philip. Church that Joseph 
Sellis had left New York and was gone to 
Philadelphia, and this ‘informant says she 
has lost sight of Sellis from that hour to 
this, and she has never since seen him. 
Informant further saith, that she hath 
often heard Sellis say whilst in Mr. 
Clurch’s family at New York, when 


sitting at table in her presence, Damn the | 


English King and all the Royal Family, 
the Government, and all Kings, and it is a 
pity that they were not done away with; 
and that he said it in a most malicious voice 
and looks. Many arguments arose upen 
this, which occasioned him to damn the Al- 
mighty ; and believes him to have 
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[1028 
formant saith, that whilst Sellis was at 
New York she heard that he had been 
paying his addresses to some English 
woman residing in England, and that he 
then kept up correspondence with her, 
which occasioned this informant to deal 
favourably -by him, thinking that. by 
marrying her he might become reformed. 
Informant saith, that she has been led to 
understand that he was living in the ser- 
vice of one of the Royal Dukes, but did 
not hear which, and that he had’ married 
and had children, but she has never seen 
him since he left Mr. Church’s service in 
America; says it may have been six or 
seven years ago since she first heard that 
Sellis was living with one of the Royal 
Dukes, and she has frequently inquired 
aiter Sellis from the Royal servants when 
the Prince and the Duke of York have 
been at Mr. Alderman Combe’s beef-steal: 
dinners, but never could hear of him by 
that time; the reason she never men- 
tioned the character of Sellis to any one 
particularly, was thinking that his mar- 
riage with an Englishwoman, and the 
number of years which had elapsed since 
he was in America, had altered his cha- 
racter and habits of thinking, and she 
never even mentioned it to Mirs. Combe 
until she told her what had happened in 
the Duke of Cumberland’s family. In- 
formant says that she. is not acquainted 
with any of the domestics of the Duke of 
Cumberiand, nor any of their connec- 
tions. Informant saith, that she never rc- 
collects having seen a man of the name 
of Ferdinand Burzio either in America 
or in England. SaraH WILSON. 
Sworn before me, June 3, 1510, 
J. Reap. 


Middleser.—The Information of Mantns 
Penkins, wife of John Perkins, bot) 
Servants to Jonn Barnanp, Lsq. 3 
Great Queen-street, Lincoln’s Iun- 


fie'ds. 


Whoupon her oath, saith, that she went 
from Engtand to live in the family o 
Jehn Barker Church, in America, and 
found Sarah Wilson and Joseph Sellis 
there, and she recollects the cupemetsncs 
of Mr. Church having been robbed, ot 
that Sellis was accused of it and turned 
away in the manner Sarah Wilson “4 
described it, and informant further sat 
that she hath been present and. very !te- 

uently heard J Sellis say, Damn the 
Ki and-all the Royal Family of Eng- 
hii), enable heard him say that be 
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was the man who had thrown the stone at | 


the King in going to the House of Commons. 
[Informant says, that she left America in 
the year 1799, and never saw Sellis until 
about skX years ago, 


spoke to him, she told him she had heard 
that he lived with one of the Royal Fa- 


mily, he answered that he did, but | 
and she did | 
| the Jatter end of the year 1798. Informant 


he did not say with which, ¢ 
not ask him; and she says she never 
knew which of the Dukes He lived with 
until she heard it from Sarah Wilson 
vesterday. Informant says that she met 


Sellis again about three years ago in| 


Oxford- road, they stopped and inquired 
after each others health, and informant 
asked him if he lived in the same place, 
he answered he did, but did not tell her 
where it was nor with whom he lived, he 
was dressed in plain common clothes 
both times when she saw him 3; says that 
she heard some time ago that Sellis. had 
married an English woman, but does not 
recoliect who told her, or how or when 
she heard it; says she thought him a very 
improper man to live in the Roy al Family, 
but that she forbore to mention what she 
knew of his character and conduct, because 
he had married an English woman, and 
she did not like to do him an injury, and 


she hoped that from the circumstance of 


his having connected himself with an 
‘nglish woman that his manners and cha- 
racter were altered, and does not think 
that she should have mentioned it now 
if Sarah Wilson had not called upon her 
io do it. Informant saith that knowing 
the former character of . Joseph Sellis 
she was not so much surprised as she 
would otherwise have been, had she not 
known it, when she was told what had 
happened on Thursday last in the Duke 
of Cumberland’s family. 
Marrua Perkins. 


Sworn before me, June 3, 1810. 
J. Reap: 


Middlesex.—The Information of Ropert 
Lutman, of Norton street, Fitzroy- 
square, Cheesemonger. 


Who being upon his oath saith, that he 
knew Joseph Sellis, who lived with his 
Royal Highness the Duke of Cumberland, 
at has known him for about fifteen years. 
Informant says he then was living with 
Mr. Church, in the character of groom. 
Mr. Church then lived in Sackville-street. 
Sellis was then out of place, and there 
being a French cook and a French butler 
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when she first met | 
bins in Gerrard street, she just stopped and | 
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in Mr. Church’s family, Sellis came to 
visit them, and informant in that manner 
became acquainted with him. Mr. Church 
moved to Berkeley-square, and after- 
wards went out to America. Whilst Mr. 
Church lived in Berkeley-square, Sellis 
came to live with him as his valet, and in 
the month of March, 1797, went with the 
family to America, and continued in 
Mr, Church’s service at-New York until 


says that a person, named Ann Wilson, 
was at that time living with Mr. Church, 


| and Martha Williams, who has since mar- 


ried a man named John Perkins. In- 
formant says that he does not think there 
could have been a man more disaliected to 
the Government of this country than Sellis 
was, and alsoto the Royal Family. He 
has heard Sellis frequent ly say, Damn the 
King and the Royal Family, and once 
heard him say that he was the man who 
had thrown the stones at his Majesty as he 
was going to the House of Commons. In- 
formant savs he has never seen Sellis 
since he Jeft Mr. Church’s service in 
America. Says that about five years ago 
Joseph Orpwood, a fellow servant of his, 
whom he lived with at. Mr. Church’s, 
called upon him, and told informant that 
he had seen Sellis, and that he lived with 
the Duke of Cumberland. Informant 
says, that he expressed great surprise to 
Joseph Orpwood that such a rascal z 

Sellis could get to live with the Duke of 
Camberland, and wondered who could 
have given him acharacter, this informant 
believing him to be a very ,unfit man, 
from his disaffected character, to live with 
any of the Royal Family. Informant 
says, that Sellis was suspected of having 
robbed Mr. Church’s desk, and on that 
account Mr. Church turned him away; 
and this informant says, he has never seen 
him since, but he believes him to be the 
same Joseph Sellis who has lived with his 
Royal Highness the Duke of Cumberland. 

Rosert Lutman. 


Sworn before me, June 5, 1810. 
J. Reap. 


Middle: er.~2The further Information of 
Saran Varcey, Housemaid. 


Who being upon her cath, saith, that 
about eight or nine months ago, when Mr. 
Itams was living with the Duke in the ca- 
pacity of steward, she missed a poker that 
was belonging to the page’s sitting room 
for several days, and during the time it 


was missing, Mr. Nedle ee her after it 
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three or four times, and she could give no 


account of it. 
days after it had been missed, as she was 
making the bed of the page in waiting, 
and pulling out the bedstead, a poker fell 
from behind the bed, and thinks it fell 
upon her foot; it either fell upon her 
foot or on the floor, she cannot recollect 
which. She says that she picked it up, 
and placed it in the page’s sitting-room, 
where it belonged. She does not recol- 
lect whether she told Mr. Neale that she 
found the poker again, or whether he 
asked her about it, but she is very sure 
that there was some conversation between 
her and Mr. Neale about the poker, after 
it was found, but the particulars of it she 
does not now recollect. Nothing since 
has passed about the poker till yesterday, 
when she was in the page’s sitting-room. 
Mr. Salisbury- (the Duke’s Steward,) Mr. 
Neale, Mrs. Ward, and Mr. Paulet were 
present; something was said upon the 
bad conduct of Sellis, when she recollected 
the circumstance of the poker, aad though 
itright to mention it, and she related i 
in the same way she las done now, and 
said nothing more about it. Informant 
further saith, that at the time she lost the 


foré, or a little time after she missed the 
poker, she discovered (as she was making 
the bed) a little pistel wrapped up in a 


small green bag, banging at the head of 


the bed, which rather alarmed her lest it 
might have been loaded. She did not 
mention this to any one, not even to the 
maids down stairs, and it continued bang- 
ing there at intervals until within this 
fortnight or three weeks, and since that 
time she has not seen it, and does not 
kuow who took it away, nor did she ever 
mention the circumstance til] last night, 
when Mrs. Neale said it belonged to Mr. 
Sellis, but before this time she thought 
the pistol belonged to Mr. Neale. 
SARAH VARLEY, 

Sworn before me, the’ Ist June 1810. 

J. Reap. 


Middleser-—The Information of James 
PavLet, one of the Pages to his Royal 
Highness the Duke of Cumpenrtanp. 


Who being upon his oath, saith, that 
he was last night inthe Page’s waiting- 
room, Mrs. Neale and two maids were 
there, but does not recollect that an 
man was thepe besides himself. Sara 
Varley was one of the maids, and who 
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When about three or four 


t 
C | 


POLITICAL REGISTER.—Dute of Cumberland. 










[1032 
mentioned the circumstance of 4 poker 
having been mislaid some months ago, 
which she said she had discovered a short 
time afterwards behind the bed of the 
Page in waiting, and she also said, that (a 
short time either before or after it) she 
had discovered a pistol hanging at the 
bed’s head in a small bag; Informant 
says, that upon hearing this, he recom- 
mended it to her to mention every thing 
she had seen, as it was right every thing 
she had seen should be now properly 
mentioned, and soon afterwards he bid 
them all a good night, and went home 
without hearing any observations being 
made to it; and does not remember 
whether Mrs. Neale said any thing or not 
in answer to what Sarah Varley bad said 
about the pistol. Informant further saith 
that abuut three weeks ago, being in the 
Page’s wailing-room with Mr. and Mrs, 
Neale, a conversation took place upon 
something that had passed between in- 
formant and Sellisin the morning ; it re- 
lated to a push that Sellis had given him, 
and informant says, that he said he did 
not like things done between joke and 
earnest, and Neale said, You don’t know 


Sellis; you have not been here long 
poker, Mr. Sellis was in waiting. In- | 
formant further saith that a few days be- | 





enough. It then occurred to this inform- 
ant, that he had once seen a pistol behind 
the head of the waiting Page’s bed, and 
he then told Mr. Neale, that he had often 
thought to mention it to him, but had af- 
ways forgot it, and added that he was 
sorry he had not taken possession of the 
pistol, and that if he thought that any 
such thing were there then, he would not 
sleep in the room. Neale then answered, 
in the presence of his wife, that he (Neale) 
would not sleep without it, and there 1s 
one there now. Informant then said, for 
God’s sake fetch it out; which Neale m- 
mediately did in the presence of his wile, 
and said, There it is, and ] keep that for 
my safety: it was in a bag—he, Neale, 
then locked it up in a glass-case which 
stands in the Page’s room, and of which 
Neale keeps the key, and this informant 
believes from what the girl mentioned last 
night, that it must have been the same 
pistol which she had seen; Neale went on 
saying, that as you (meaning the inform- 
ant) don’t like it, you had better not men- 
tion any thing about it ; informant said 
afierwards, that he detested having any 
fire-arms in his room, and if any thing 

that sort happened again he would tell 
the Duke of it. James PauLet. 

‘Sworn before me, June Ist, 1810, 
J. Reap. 
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Middlesexr.—The Inforniation of Corn. 


i 
| 
| 


NEALB, one of the Valets of his Royal | 


Highness the Duke of CumBERLAND. 


Who being upon his oath, saith, that 
about nine or ten months ago his cha- 
racter had been attacked by Sellis (one of 


the other Pages) before the Duke of Cum- | 


berland, by calling hima thief; and he 
also made other charges against him, 
which were afterwards investigated by 
Captain Stevenson, Major Thornton, and 
Mr. Watson, and found to be untrue, but 
notwithstandiig which, he (informant) 
discovered an evil disposition from Sellis 
towards him; that he thought it right to 
hang a pistol at the head of his bed in the 
waiting Page’s bed-room ; it is a smail 
double-barrelled pistol, and was kept load- 
ed, and hung ina red bag on the bed-post. 
Informant says the pistol is his, and he 
believes it to be the same pistol as had 
been described by Sarah Varley in her 
examination, and that he placed the pistol 
there to protect himself, and says that it 
had constantly hung there until within 
these three weeks, as well when the other 
pages slept there as when he slept there 
himself, it being the bed-room of the wait- 
ing-page on duty. Informant further 
saith, that about three weeks ago, hearing 
from Mr. Paulet, one of the other pages, 
that he disliked to have the pistol there, 
he took it away and locked it up in a eup- 
board in the Page’s waiting-room, where 
it has been ever since. | 
Cornetius NEALE. 


Swern before me, June lt, 1810, 
J.*Reap. 
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PRIVILEGE OF PARLIAMENT. 
[ Fron the Letters of Publicola.] 
TO THE RIGHT HON. LORD ERSKINE, 


“ Nought could his firmness shake, nothing se- 
His zeal, still active for tie common weal ; [duce 
Nor stormy tyrants, nor corruption’s tools, 
Foul Minivers, dark- working by the force 

Of secret-sapping guid. All their vile arts, 
‘Their shameful honours, their perfidious gifts, 
He greatly scorned.” Tomson. 


My Lord; After the very able and ani- 
mated speech, which your Lordship deliver- 
ed in the House of Peers, on the subject of 
the Privileges of the House of Commons, I 
did uot expect it would be asserted by any 
one, pretending to be conversant in the 
Laws and Constitution of his country, that 
fhe Commons have power to dispense with 


| 


| 
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the written law of the land. This, how- 
ever, has been done, and by a gentleman, 
whose name and reputation are by no 
means inconsiderable in the political 
world. The Right Hon. George Pon- 
sonby has told the House of Commons, 
that they can imprison the subject at their 
own discretion, notwithstanding the Great 
Charter of King John; and he says, that 
no Judge whatever, under any circum- 


| stances, has a right to interfere with the 


proceedings of that House. From the 
marked attention with which that gentle- 
man’s speech was received, and the fre- 
quent cheers which were given from both 
sides of the House, one would think that 
the Commons had made him their prin- 
cipal champion, and that they were will- 
ing to rest their cause, at least in the 
House, on his authority. They seem to 
have been of opinion, that if the power for 
which they contend could be defended at 
all, Mr. Ponsonby was the man to defend 
it. I agree with the Honourable House, 
that if their privilege to imprison a subject 
against the written law of the land could 
have been supported, the Right Hon. 
Gentleman would have supported it for 
them— 
“Si Pergama dextra 

Defendi possent ; etiam hac defensa fuissent.” 
But the defence which the Right Hon. 
Gentleman has ‘made is not supportable ; 
and that it is not, I think I am prepared to 
shew, in a few remarks which | beg to 
submit to your Lordship’s consideration, 


and which, without farther preface, I 


trust will meet with a courteous reception. 

In the first place, then, [ shall observe, 
that the Parliament of this country con- 
sists of three estates ; the King, the Lords 


| Spiritual and Temporal, and the Com- 





'nions*, These three estates, united to- 





* I am aware it is contended by some, 
“that the Court of Parliament consists of 
the King’s Majesty, as sitting there in his 
Royal capacity, and of the three es- 
tates of the realm,’ which, say they, 
are “the Nobility, Clergy, and Com- 
monalty :” and (they add) “the King 
comes in upon a higher denomination and 
title ; namely, the head of these three es- 
tates; and therefore, say they, those who 
have gone about to make the King one of 
the three estates are mistaken.” t this 


doctrine is not, I conceive, niaintainable at. 


this day; for « the Lords Spiritualand Tem- 
poral are now in reality only one estate.” 
(See Dyer 60.) And (as Mr. Christian ob- 
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gether, and considered as one aggregate 


body, are omnipotent; that is, they can, 


make law; and that which is law, they 
can make no law; but taken separately, 
and independently one of another, they 
can neither make nor unmake laws; for 
the consent of all three is required to 
every act to bind the subject. This is the 
true constitution of England ; and there- 
fore no written law which is now in ex- 
istence, can be. repealed otherwise than 
with the concurrence of the King, the 
Lords, aud the Commons. But, says the 
Right Hon. Gentleman, we (the House of 


Commons) have a privilege to imprison | 


and punish at our own discretion; we d 
not care for anAct of Parliament, which 
declares, that “no man shall be impri- 


soned or put to death without the inter- 
? 


. vention of a Jury ;” we can break down 


that barrier; nay, we will break it down, 
and when we have done so, there is no 


. power upon earth that can call us to 


account: we are “the sole judges of 
our own privileges—the sole judges of 
what those privileges are—the sole judges 
of the extent (only observe, my Lord, the 
extent!) to which those privileges are to 
be carried; and the sole judges of the 
manner in which such privileges are 





™ 
serves), “ there seems to be no reason to 
doubt, but that any Act ag this day would 


be valid, though all the temporal Lords or | 


all the spiritual Lords were absent.’’ 
Blackstone, vol. i. p. 155% My Lord Holt 
very justly observes, that “* neither House 
of Parliament, nor both Houses jointly, 
can dispose of the liberty of the subject, or 
property of the subject; for to this pur- 
pose the King must join; and it is in the 
necessity of their several concurrences to. 
such acts, that the great security of the 


. . oS . 
liberty of the subject consists.” (2 Raym. 


"1112.) In January, 1648, the Commons 
» passed a vote, “ That whatever is enacted 


or declared for law by the Commons in 
Parliament assembled, hath the force of 
law ; and all the people of this nation are 
concluded thereby; alihough the consent 
and concurrence of the King or House of 


- -Peers be not had thereto ;”—but, when 


the Constitution was restored in all its 
forms, it was particularly enacted by sta- 
tiitg,13 Car. II. c. 1, that « if any person 
shall. maliciously or advisedly affirm, that 
both or either of the Houses of Parliament 
have any, legislative authority without the 
King, s erson shall incur ail the pe- 
Rallies of a: preemunire.”’ 
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And are we really 
Are the people of Eng. 
land blind? Or are they so indifferent 
that they can disregard the declaration 


to be exercised.” 
come to this? 


made by the Right Hon. Gentleman 
that the,House of Commons alone (with- 
out the concurrence of the King and Lords) 
are omnipotent; that there is nothing but 
what they can do, if it be called by the 
name of privilege ; and that the Judges 
of the land are estopped from declaring 
when they do wrong? Where does the 
Right Hon. Genileman learn this law? 
Where did he find it said, that the House 
of Commons alone can repeal the written 
law of the land? He has referred to my 
Lord Coke: he has cited Sir Matthew 
Hale: he has favoured us with extracts 
from Sir William Blackstone; but does 


any one of those writers say, clearly and . 


distinctly, that the House of Commons 
alone can do away the written law of the 
land; that they can confine and punish 
the subject at their own discretion; in 
short, that they can do any taing they 
please, and that no court of justice in this 
country has power to judge of their acts, 
and to declare when they exceed their 
powers? If any one, or even all, of those 
great legal writers should have declared 
these things, I would not pay the least re- 
gard to them; for I know, that they are 
decidedly repugnant to the spirit of our 
Constitution; and I can never forget what 
my Lord Holt (as great a lawyer as ever 
lived) declared upon the bench, viz. “ that 
the authority “of Parliament is from the 
law, and as it is circumscribed by law, so 
it may be exceeded; and if they do ex- 
ceed those legal bounds and authority, 
their acts are wrongful, and cannot be jus- 
tified any more than the acts of private 
men.” (1 Salk. 505.) The Right Hon. 
Gentleman must have been aware of this 
declaration of the learned Judge; but as 
it differs from his sentiments, he wishes to 
cast my Lord Holt in the back ground, by 
calling him singular ; but that he was not 
quite so singular as that Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman wishes the people to believe, I 
shall shew, when I come to speak of the 
authority which the Judges have to inter- 
fere in matters of Privilege of Parliament. 

The Right Honourable Gentleman as- 
serts, that “ Privilege of Parliament 1s as 
much lex terre, and as much within the 
exception of Magna Charta, as any one 
part of the known law of the land that 
comes within its exceptions.” To this 
I Will answer, that the Right Hon. Ger- 
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tleman is completely mistaken. The 
House of Commons had no jurisdiction 
whatever till several years after the exist- 
ence of Magna Charta. My lord rae 
indeed, has carried the antiquity of that 
House much higher; but he jis niite 
wrong, for the first writ for the election 
of knights, citizens, and burgesses, was 
in the 40th year of the reign of King 
Henry the ee ie Dug. Sum. Pari. 
3. Cot. Abr. Pref. 13. b.) In the 
year of aroun: ann. 1592, Sir Ed- 
ward Coke was Speaker of the House 
of Commons, and he then attempted 
to mislead it in a manner which deserves 





) 


to be made known. He talked a 
highly of the antiquity of Parliaments 
and “of the mode of holding Parlia- 


ments, such as it is at this day; andsaid he 
had a book, which, if any member desired 
to see, he would shew it him; being a 
Precedent of a Parliament holden betore 
the Conquest ; intitled Modus tenendi Par- 

liamentum ; bet no sooner had he extolled 
its antiquity and authority in print, than 
that most judicious industrious anti wary, 
Mr. John Selden, decried it to bea late 


im posture of a bold fancy, not exceeding 
the reign of King Edward the Thi ird— 
(Titles ‘of Honour, p. 708 to 7213) and 


that very learned divine, Bishop Usher, in 
a letter to Mr. W. Hakewill, 
Inn 
emplification thereof in the reign of King 

Henry the Fourth, said to be sent b¢ 
King Henry the second into Ireland,) 
conceived it to be a mistake 5 and that 
this Modus was not so ancient, many preg- 
nant evidences of its novelty appearing 
throughout its whole coutexture. To 
these I will add the observations of the 
learned and industrious Mr. Prynne, 
namely, that the word Parliament was 
not in use in the Conqueror’s reign ; for, 
says he, “ that word, to express or de- 
note a Parliamentary great council as this 


Modus useth it, was never used in any of | 


the ancient great councils, synods, laws, 
canons, constitutions, charters, patents, 
writs, or other records, nor yet in any of 
our old historians, living in the reigns. of 
our British, Saxon, Danish Kings, before, 
or of our Norman or English Kings, after 
the Conquest, till the reign of King Henry 
the Third ;-—-(vide Pryn. on 4th Inst, p. 

2;) and, therefore, he is very much dis- 
satisfied with Sir Edward Coke for his de- 
ception, or, at best, his mistake, and de- 
clares, that “ had this been the mode of 


holding Parliaments in Edward the Con- 


. j= ,* * 
evelege of Parliament. 


8S 5th | 


of Lincoln’s | 
(who aflirmed he had seen an ex- | 
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| fessor’s reign,* and this Modus shewn to, 
| approy and used, by William the Con- 
| queror, and in the times of his successors, 
| Kings of siead: as is title asserts, 
| (which certainly was added long after the 
| Conquest, if the Modus was betore it,) or 
| transcribe din i parchment roll, and sent 

into Ireland by King Henry IL. to be there 
| observed, and that, no doubt, by the ad- 
| vice of his Judges, it is very ‘probable 

some of our historians, Parliament: ary 


writs, rolls, records, statutes, orlaw-books, 
would have mentioned It; especially 
Statham, Fitsherbert, Brook, Fortescue, 
Sir Thomas Smith, Edward Vowell, Hol- 
linshed, and Mr. Camden, in their Titles 
and Discourses of Parliaments. But (adds 
he) not one of all our ancient historians, 
Parliament writs, rolls, records, journals, 
statutes, law-books, or writers of Parlia- 
ments that I have perused, ever made the 
least mention of it, before Sir Edward 
Coke vouched it in the Parli: iment of 35 
Elizabeth, when he was Speaker. (See 
Pryn. on the 4th Inst. p. 6, 7.) And in 
his “ Additional Appendix of Records,” 
(p. 1,) he tells us, that in perusing Mr. 
Agar’s Abridgment of Placita coram Rege 
in the treasury of the receipts of the 
| King’s Exchequer, he found at the end of 
| bis Abridgment and table to the Placita « 7 
| King Richard II. this Afodus te nendi Parl 

| menium, transcribed by him, out of a ma- 
| nuscript in: Sir Robert Cotton’s Libr: Wy, 
as rel: iting to the time of King Richard Li. 
and containing some passages in it trans- 
cribed out of records in his reign. ‘There- 
| fore Mr. Hagar thongs shets its highest 
| ant iquity did not exceed the latter end of 
King Richard IL.’s reign ; and so (says 
Mr. Prynne) the author’s discourse of its 
antiquity and authority will prove but a 
mere Utopian fancy of hisown invention. 

(To be con eiorneaes 








to ohe- 





* T embrace this o| pportunity 
| serve, that, as to the Laws of Edward the 
| Confessor, the authenticity of those in 

rint is controverted by Dr. Hickes, 
(Hic. Thes. Ling. Septen. dissert. epists 
95.) Ia truth, (says Mr. Serjeant Ran- 
nington) what were in reality the Laws of 
Edward the Confessor is much disputed 
by antiquarians, and our ignorance of 
them seems to be one Of the gredtest ge~ 
fects in English history. The collection 
of Laws in Wilkins, which passwinder the 
name of .Edward, are pl + ied ig 
and an ignorant (Hale’s 
Hist. of the Com, Lay , note B.) 
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OFFICIAL PAPERS. 


GENERAL SARRAZIN. 


France.—Copy of a Letter from General 
Vandamme to the Minister of War, dated 
Boulogne, June 11, 


«Thad the honour of communicating 
to your Excellency this morning, by a 
telegraphic dispatch, that I had received 
certain information that the General of 
Brigade Sarrazin, went over to the enem 
yesterday. Qn the morning of the 10t 
inst. Gen, Sarrazin, accompanied by a 
black servant, embarked at the Little 
Warren, in a boat belongimg to a fisher- 
man of the name of Camier, under pre- 
tence of going out to fish. Having gained 
a considerable offing, and perceiving an 
English brig, he compelled the crew to 
put him on board her, asserting that he 
had orders to carry a flag of truce. Hay- 
ing reached the bgig, he sent back the 
boat, after having given to the owner a 
declaration, stating, that he had ordered 
his fishing vessel to put hin on board the 
English brig, upon something relating to 
the service. These facts are substantiated 
by the official reports. Se soon as I be- 
came acquainied with his having deserted 
to the enemy, the countersign was chang- 
ed throughout the military district; strong 
guards and patroles took the rounds vigi- 
lantly. _bimmediately ordered Col. Vin- 
cent, my first Aide-de-camp, and Capt. 
Montjovet, of the Gendarmerie, who com- 
manded the public force, to proceed as 
quickly as. possible to the camp on the 
left, in which the residence of Gen. Sar- 
razin was. All his papers were secured. 
His two Aides-de-camp and servants were 
sent before the Commissary-General of 
Police, as well as the crew of the boat St. 


SHAW, 
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Laurent ; and every one, in short, sus. 


-| pected of being connected with Gen. Sar- 


razin, or who could communicate an 
thing relating to his conduct.—The resolu- 
tion of this General Officer struck the 
whole army with astonishment, and can 
only be ascribed to a sortof madness. All 
the Generals, the principal Officers, and 
even the Soldiers, cannot account for it ; 
and I am the more surprized myself, 
having received from this General the 
most positive assurances of his zeal, of his 
aitention to his duty, and of his wish to 

remote the good of his Majesty’s service. 

here was no person who was more inde- 
fatigable in his duty, who entered more 
Minutely into the details of his command, 
and by the measures he adopted, impress- 
ed an opinion that every thing he did was 
for the good of the service. The very 
eve of his flight he communicated to me 
the result of an examination into the ac- 
counts of the troops under his command. 
Assuredly, Sir, after these speaking proofs, 
it was impossible to direct the slightest 
suspicion against the conduct of that Ge- 
neral Officer.—I have the honour, &c. 

« VANDAMME.”’ 





COBBETT’S 


Parliamentary Debates: 


The Fifteenth Volume of the above 
Work is in the Press, and will be publish- 
ed with all proper dispatch. All Com- 
raunications will be carefully attended to ; 
but it is particularly requested that they 
may be forwarded as early as possible. 
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